
Work begins now on 2016 legislative agenda 

 

By Bill Blazar 

 

Minnesota is in its full summer glory. The 2015 Legislature is history, and the 2016 session won’t 

convene until next March. The frenzied and often heated debates over important public policies at the 

Legislature are the last thing on most people’s minds. 

 

It’s the perfect opportunity to connect with your legislators and explain firsthand the impact of their 

votes on the ability of businesses to start, change and grow in today’s global economy. You have their 

full-time attention and the chance to connect with them at your worksites. 

 

But, first, be armed with ammunition so you can have an informed conversation. The Minnesota 

Chamber of Commerce 2015 Voting Record is a guide to help you evaluate how your lawmakers 

represented your priorities at the 2015 Legislature. 

 

Highlighted are votes on key business concerns taken during both the regular and special legislative 

sessions. The votes reflect the priorities of our 2,300 members of all sizes and types across the state, 

and have a daily impact on business operations. The priorities are identified through an exhaustive 

grassroots process with our local chamber of commerce partners. 

 

Most major bills passed the Legislature with bipartisan support – clear evidence that divided 

government can work. We advanced many of the statewide business community’s priorities, but work 

remains to strengthen our business climate, especially so on business tax relief and transportation. We 

have a strong start on these priorities as we look ahead to 2016. 

 

Legislators began the session with a nearly $2 billion projected surplus in the general fund. They 

adjourned, leaving more than $865 million on the bottom line for the 2016 session.  To date, tax 

collections are higher than projected. Assuming the surplus continues, it will provide a solid foundation 

for passing tax relief and a long-term transportation funding bill. 

 

Minnesota continues to rank favorably among its peers in terms of economic performance. Much of the 

credit goes to our great employers and employees. Their hard work and ingenuity helps to make up for 

the fact that those business expenses driven by public policy are not competitive.  That matters. Our 

policy-makers can fix this. Make that known to your legislators.  Be sure they know that we expect 

significant progress in 2016.   

 

It’s more important than ever to deliver our message early and often. The 2016 session will be short and 

fast paced. Major issues like business tax relief and long-term transportation funding will be teed up 

and ready for action when lawmakers convene March 8. 

 

After reviewing the Voting Record, please take time to thank those policy-makers who voted with the 

http://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/172912/VotingRecord_2015.pdf?utm_campaign=Voting%20Record%202015&utm_source=HP%20Slider


business community on our priorities. For those who did not, reach out to them and start a 

conversation about the impact their actions will have on your business. Help them understand why – 

had they voted with the business community – our state would be stronger for the benefit of all 

Minnesotans. 

 

Bill Blazar is interim president of the Minnesota Chamber of Commerce – www.mnchamber.com. 

http://www.mnchamber.com/

