
 
Jobs report puts focus on Nov. 4 elections 
 
By Bill Blazar 
 
Minnesota is losing the battle in growing private-sector jobs, and there’s something you can do 
about it: Support pro-business candidates in the Nov. 4 elections. 
 
A recent report by Adam Belz in the Minneapolis Star Tribune provides plenty of ammunition 
for why this year’s elections matter to the livelihood of employers and employees alike. The 
analysis by the Bureau of Labor Statistics shows Minnesota dead last in the Midwest in growing 
private-sector jobs, adding fewer jobs in almost every industry than previously thought. The 
analysis is considered more reliable than monthly jobs reports that often are adjusted for 
accuracy. 
 
The employment trend underscores the disturbing trend at the Capitol where the Governor and 
Legislature have increased the cost of doing business in Minnesota. The results of the 2014 
Legislature, on top of the 2013 session, send an overriding message: Elections matter. We must 
elect individuals who understand what it takes to develop and expand Minnesota’s economy. 
 
The Minnesota Chamber of Commerce with our Grassroots Action Network makes it easy for 
you to find out which candidates support the priorities of you and your employees. 
 
Register to vote. If you haven’t registered to vote yet, there’s still time. 
 
Know the issues: Our legislative bill tracker identifies the priority pro-jobs bills that we 
advocated as well as the anti-jobs bills that we defeated at the 2014 Legislature. Many of the 
same issues are expected to be at the forefront in 2015. 
 
Know your candidates: Click here to see who is seeking to represent you. 
 
Know where your candidates stand on your concerns: Our Voting Record shows how 
incumbents voted on business priorities at the 2012 Legislature. The Minnesota Chamber 
Leadership Fund PAC identifies and supports pro-jobs candidates, including providing their 
answers to an election questionnaire. 
 
Find your polling place: You’re armed with the information. Now be certain you know where to 
cast your ballot. 
 

Business leaders understand the impact state policy-makers have on their bottom lines, and 
they continue to believe that Minnesota is now pointed in the wrong direction - that current 
policies will hurt their ability to compete with their peers in today’s global economy. Nearly 90 
percent of the respondents in this year’s Minnesota Business Barometer Survey said the 
Governor and Legislature play a role – 35 percent said a very important role – in shaping the 
state’s business climate. 
 

http://www.startribune.com/business/277292111.html
http://grassroots.mnchamber.com/voter-resources/#top
http://grassroots.mnchamber.com/bill%20tracking/
http://grassroots.mnchamber.com/voter-resources/#top
http://grassroots.mnchamber.com/voting-record/
https://www.mnchamber.com/advocate/candidate-endorsements?utm_campaign=2014%20Candidate%20Endorsements&utm_medium=homepage%20stamp&utm_source=Website
https://www.mnchamber.com/advocate/candidate-endorsements?utm_campaign=2014%20Candidate%20Endorsements&utm_medium=homepage%20stamp&utm_source=Website
http://pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/


And, it’s true. The state leaders we elect do make a difference. Let’s use our votes on November 
4 to put our state back on the path to private-sector growth. 
 
Bill Blazar is interim president of the Minnesota Chamber of Commerce: 
www.mnchamber.com. 
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